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Howe Queried on Gulf Policy After New Encounter 
LD302100 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 
2026 GMT 30 Dec 87 


[Text] Royal Navy sources tonight played down the 
encounter between the destroyer HMS York an 
Iranian warship in the Gulf. 


the convoy 35 miles north west of Al-Sharjah in the 
United Arab Emirates today. 


A taped radio conversation between the two warships 
showed the Iranian first questioned the York. 


The incident ended peacefully. like all other encounters 
to date. 


Sources in London said tonight such encounters 
occurred regularly in the Gulf, largely because of the 
relatively small area of sea. Nevertheless, the Iranians’ 


The Ministry of Defence refused to comment on the 
encounter. But a spokesman said: “However, what has 
happened clearly shows the value of having the armilla 
patrol there.” 


The York intervened as the Iranian vessel turned 
towards the Panamanian-flagged tanker World Spring. 
This vessel, and the other ship under escort at the time, 
the Liberian tanker World Progress, are owned by World 
Wide Shipping Agency LTD of Hong Kong. 


According to the taped radio conversation, the Iranian 
vessel asked the York to switch radio channels after the 
York identified itself as a “British warship”, REUTER 
reports. 


The Iranians then said: “Good afternoon, Sir, this is 
Iranian warship 151. Request your tag number.” 


After the York replied: “This is British warship.” the 
Iranians said: “Okay... ah... You are in formation with 
two tankers.” 


“This is British warship. | am in passage in international 
waters.” the York replied. 


The convoy then sailed on. 


oe ee eee See eee eo 
demanding an clarification from Foreign Secre- 
tary Sir Geoffrey about what he is now convinced 
is a change in the British rules of engagement in the Gulf. 


UNITED KINGDOM 1 


Mr Robertson said tonight: “This particular incident 
seems to prove clearly that they have changed the rules 
and policy and that we are now in the business of 
protecting other ships if there is some element of British 
or colonial ownership involved. 


“All this stuff about no change in the rules of engagement 
is just not on. If the Royal Navy is to protect all ships in 
the Gulf with British or colonial ownership, irrespective 
of the flags they fly. they cannot safely do the job. 


“I am writing to the foreign secretary to ask him urgently 
to clarify these new rules and explain when they were 
changed from the original decision to protect only red 
ensign flag holders.” 


Mr Robertson said he had also asked the foreign secre- 
tary how many ships now qualified for protection by the 
armilla patrol. 


Mellor Appeals to Israel on West Bank, Gaza Unrest 
LD300911 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 
0835 GMT 30 Dec 87 


“heavy handed” action in dealing with the unrest in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


Mr Mellor, who is to visit Israel shortly . said on BBC 
gy ore ee “In the short-term we want to sec 

the handling of these riots much better than we have 
seen, particularly to try to avoid the use of live ammu- 


Mr Mellor said that in the longer run there could be no 
security for Israel unless this problem was settled. There 
was the prospect of a solution if the Israclis would agree 
to an international conference. The “fundamental prob- 
lem™ facing the Isracli authorities was that this was not 
just a few people causing trouble but involved 1.5 
million people, many of whom felt it impossible to 
continue to exist under the present arrangements. 


SINN FEIN Seeks Release of Beirut Kidnap Victim 
LD310538 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 
0514 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[Text] Senior officials of the IRA's political wing have 
made a secret trip to Beirut to try to secure the release of 
kidnapped Belfast schoolteacher Mr Brian Keenan. 
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The two Sinn Fein members are now back in Belfast and 
one of them, Mr Joc Austin, said last night that he talked 
to some of the groups controlling Beirut and was hopeful 
that the Sinn Fein intervention would eventually lead to 
Mr Keenan's release. 


“What we received was an undertaking from the largest 
of the groups im Beirut that they would endeavour to 
secure Brian Keenan's release, though they did point out 
that this may dictate a second and perhaps third trip to 
West Beirut.” he added. 





UNITED KINGDOM 


He did not know if thal group was holding Mr Keenan. 
“But | believe they are sufficiently influential to ulti- 
matcly secure Brian Keenan's reicase.~ 

Mr Keenan, 35. of Ormeau Road. Belfast. an English 
language teacher at the American University of Beirut, 
was kidnapped on April | 1. 1986. No group has claimed 
responsibility. 

A member of the Protestant Keenan family said they 
knew nothing of the Sinn Fein visit and had not asked 
for their intervention. 
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Genscher Urges ‘New’ FRG Thinking Toward Bloc 
LD311252 Hambure DPA in German 1141 GMT 


31 Dec 87 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—FederaL Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher holds the view that “a new thinking” 
is required in the FRG for improved East-We~i relations. 


The foreign minister also expressed the expectation that 


FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 3 


Government Welcomes Strauss Talks in Moscow 
LD311140 Hamburg DPA in German 1040 GMT 
31 Dec 87 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—The federal government has 
reacted positively to the visit to Moscow by Franz-Josef 
Strauss, CSU chairman and Bavarian prime minister. 
Government Spokesman Norbert Schacfer said in Bonn 
today that the federal government welcomes the 
exchange of views on a wide range of subjects. 
The course of the visit confirmed the hope of the federal 
government that Strauss’ trip might help to pron. “tc the 
intensification of German-Soviet relations. Schacfer 
stressed that the talks were conducted by the two sides 
with great openness and in a friendly atmosphere. 
Reportage on Visit 
For Soviet press and press reportage, as well as 
Hamburg . on the visit of Franz-Josef Strauss to 
Moscow, see the West Europe section of the 29 Decem- 
ber Soviet Union DAILY REPORT and subsequent 
issues. 
Government Protests Romanian Aid Block 


LD311129 Hamburg DPA in German 1001 GMT 
31 Dec 87 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—The federal government has pro- 
the turning back of aid shipments for Romania. A 
ign Ministry spokesman confirmed in Bonn today 

that the German Embassy 1n Bucharest had requested an 

investigation of the matter. A representative from the 

Romanian Embassy was called to the Foreign Ministry 

for the same purpose. The German side quoted contrac- 

tual and humanitarian arguments. 


Recently, Romanian border authorities turned back two 
“Quelle” compant trucks. The company organized deliv- 
eres via a Romanian firm on behalf of private persons 
and a German aid organization. 
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FRANCE 4 


Abu Nidal Group Sends Letter on Releasing Girls 


LD311043 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1000 GMT 31 Dec 87 


who are being held by the Abu Nidal Group. 
Revolutionary Council has just asked him. 


addressed to him. authenticated by a color photograph of 
the two little giris semt to a Western news agency m 
Beirut. to play a role im thei reicase. The Abu Nodal 
group 1s asking Lucien Bitterimm to make contact with the 
father of the two children. Pascal Betilic. and to cooper- 
ate with the Palestinian organizatyon to ensure the trans- 
portation of Virgimie and Maric-Laure to a safe place 
before their departure for France. 
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@ affaires in Kabul has asked the Afghan authorities to 
be allowed to sce Fausto Biloslavo to asceriam hes state 
of health and to give him any type of assistance. even of 


a legal nature. 


Police Announce Bust of Dollar Counterfcit Ring 
AU31103°> Parts AFP om English 2233 GUT 30 Dex 87 


[Text] Rome. Dec 30 (AFP)}—A Europe-wide nctwork of 
dollar and lire counterferters has been drsmanticd with 
the arrest of 11 people mn Italy and West Germany. police 
said here on Wednesday. 


Experts said the hundreds of lire and dollar bills found 
during the arrests were “pericctly imuated.~ 


ITALY & VATICAN CITY 


100-dolllar bills at his home. police here said. 


The counterfen nctwork was based m Collicferro. ocar 
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Denktas, Atun Issue New Year Messages 
TA3015 34 Ankara ANATOLI 4 on Englisch 1420 GUT 
30 Dec 87 


ee gee eee Saeee, Oe en 
urkesh Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) today 


between C and Crechosio- 
vakia for 2 years — that s. entil 31 1989. The 
extension was granied m order to make powible the 


sdemt Dr Fidel Castro a cable ing him om the 
29th anniversary of the Cuban revolution. In the cabic. 
Kipnanoy offcred hrs cordial and warm 
wishes for the Cuban people's contenucd He 
Spannmmed Mnauneditien bor Ge Gnef Gente 
and cooperation between the two countnes and added 
that he looks forward to the: further development im all 
freids. 
Briefs 
Herown I reffickers Apprehended 
The Nicossa Distrect Court has nsucd remand 
orders agammst ‘Imad Hasan Salim. 27. from 
ee ee ee eee oan 
were arrested on Saturday after the police 230 
of a radio set in 




















FBIS-WEL-87-251 


31 December 1987 











a LE pS an 
Hi in i i: tf hii At Ha ti if it 
EH ey yihs : Val Eatin i 
a 
Hue MoH if Ht [i i i ra il ue ji Hf: 
HTH EEE HHH #8 Haba TH i i 
2 (lie 1H ai m , Hu : ‘ + Het + 
; HH Hf Heit iiytis Ui I; i fle 
7 ial, Hin HATH ville pe 2 i leat 
fie may dete Hee all 
Hl: ji iii dl thieatay Wet He Wp cinta 
fe) Sat Sihid Henini i a nn salt 








TURKEY 








HL 
tes nel 
ue | 
ul anil 
He HEME 
fit a ithe 
seea eat +. 
an a 
§ 3 3 
t Mi Hg | 
Hi i ul pati 
a 
i HHT ih HIT li 


siz i 3352 
ft H# 


ali lit 
af | 
ea 
i | 
iH 


~ 


E 
+ iq 











END OF 
FIGHE 
DATE FILMED 


IU 
XU 












. Pr" i 
ae 
° 4: 
~ . 








